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What do you mean by "incriminate?" Could to you talk to me a little bit more
about that?

Sure. You read the Politico stories where four former staffers came forward.
We had a high turnover. There was a lot of former staffers, but there was only
so many. I wasn't one of the original four, but you never know, because it's all
unnamed sources, so folks might think it was me. Folks might think it was
other people. So who knows who was told what.

When you say "original four," can you tell me what you mean by that?

In the Politico story, there's four unnamed sources, so there's four people.

So I'just want to ... when you say "original," do you mean ... were there other
sources after those four?

Yeah, I reached out to the Politico reporter after the story broke. She had been
calling me a lot, and I hadn't been talking until after it.

Did you provide her with information related to your employment?
No, I just confirmed or denied her questions.

Okay. When was that?

When did that story break? Memorial Day, after that.

Yeah, late May of 2018.

So yeah, early June.

I had asked you if you were currently friends with any, or consider yourself
personal friends with any current or former ...

I definitely did. I'm not sure if I do anymore, because of that.

Okay. And is that based on feedback or responses you have ...

Yeah, feedback. I still remain friends with a couple, and they let me know that
the office consensus was me and a couple other folks were behind this story
breaking, and behind all the information coming out.

And who were those people that you consider friends that let you know that?

This remains confidential, because I was told this off the record.
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Yeah, this is a confidential interview, obviously. But yeah, I'd like to know
who told you that.

Sure. It was Matt Missen, who as you probably know has recently been fired
from that office. I don't know why. But yeah, it was him. He told me that that
was the rumor mill, and they're just rumors, so I wouldn't put any stock into
them.

And what about any former staffers from Representative Garrett's office? Are
you friends with anybody there or keep ...

Yes, I actually talked to Dakota Lipscomb today. I heard he left the Hill, so I
just reached out to offer my support. That was about the conversation.
Mackenzie Morales, who as far as I know is the current staff assistant, we
talked at length a couple of months ago about her ... I helped her with her
resume and writing samples because she was looking for a press assistant
position elsewhere.

I'm sorry, the name of that person again, in the ...
Mackenzie Morales.
Mackenzie. She's currently in Representative Garrett's ...

As far as I know, she's currently the staff assistant. I mean, that information
could be outdated. I haven't talked to those folks in a while.

Okay. Anybody else that you're friends with or speak to in either current or
former staffers?

I mean, yeah, I could text any of them right now and they'd text me back.

Well, how about anybody within the past two months that you've had contact
with. You just mentioned-

Yeah, Marissa Mullen. I think she probably had a birthday recently or
something, and I just reached out to say hi. Nothing substantive, related to this.
I mean, I obviously reached out to offer my support before, when Jimmy left
and the first Politico story about, "Oh, will Rep Garrett quit Congress?" 1
reached out to all of them to offer my support, and plus, as an employee of the
Republican Party of Virginia, I wanted to make sure that the Congressman that
we thought was going to remain running for reelection got all the support he
needed. And that's my job. That's what I get paid for, so I reached out to them
for that, just to make sure everybody was doing all right. Nice guy, I guess.

So, let's move on to that report that you mentioned that was in Politico.
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Sure.
Have you read that article?
I have, 100 times.

Okay. So, you know, generally I want to ask you what your reaction is to it, but
has it changed over the course of times you read it? What was your reaction the
first time? Give me a sense of ...

I knew what was going to be in it before it was published, because, like I said, 1
had been reached out to by three different publications trying to get me to talk
off the record about it. Like I said, I did not talk off the record with anyone
besides Politico until after the story broke. My account, as far as I know, never
came to light, because, I think, let's be honest, the intent was to get a reaction
from the Congressman, and the Congressman decided not to run again, so for a
media outlet, they're not going to generate clicks bashing a retiring
Congressman.

Other than the sort of large-scale maybe implications to whether the
Congressman is going to run or not, that type of reaction, what about the
substance of some of the allegations that were made? What was your reaction
to that?

Unsurprised.

Unsurprised.

I mean, I guess my reaction would be I saw it happen.

All right. Well, I want to get into some of those ...

Regarding the poop, she had a little pad. The dog didn't just go on the floor and
we'd clean it up. It was a well-trained dog. It had a pad, and if the Congressman
was at a vote and the wife's not there and the dog's there, we weren't just going
to wait around for him to come back and clean up his own dog's poop.

Okay.

But it wasn't like we had to grab a tissue. It was very easy to clean. Very clean.
That was kind of ridiculous.

I want to get into some of the specifics with you and talk about that. You
mentioned these four original staffers. Who are they?

I know of one of them.
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Okay. And who is that?

I believe ... I guess I really don't know for sure, but I believe one of them was
Denzel Jones. The other three, everybody's got their guesses. It's not going to
do you any good if I speculate.

Okay. So you have no awareness whatsoever of the other three?

No. I could guess, but.

All right. Well, do you have a guess?

I mean, is that going to help y'all?

I mean, if you've got a guess based on some sort of information that you feel is
warranted, then it's warranted to make a guess, then yeah, I'd like to hear it.

Well, I mean my hunches were the timing pointed toward Jimmy. Just the
timing of it. He left the office and then 36 hours later the story broke. I'm not
the only one that thinks that. Another former staffer ... oh, yeah, the old
Legislative Director. He was fired in February or Former Staffer 1 of 2017.
Nicholas O'Boyle. I'm not sure if you all knew that.

He was fired.

He was fired.

Okay. Do you know why he was fired?

I didn't get the full details, but I heard he was just talking about the office
outside the office.

Okay. You mentioned that there was a fair amount of turnover in the office.
Yeah. We were the highest-rated Republican office for turnover in 2017.

Was that something people in the office talked about?

We didn't talk about it, but everybody ... I think folks didn't pay attention to it.
I think other people on the Hill talked about it, but we just kind of looked at ...
as a Hill employee, obviously I have mail house.gov emails, but when
somebody leaves, you don't look at it as why. You look at it as an opportunity

for you to move into that position, and that's how I always looked at it.

Well, let's get into some of the things that the report discussed. So, just to start,
picking up groceries or delivering groceries. Did Representative Garrett or his
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family ever ask you or suggest to you that you pick up groceries or deliver
groceries in any way?

Not me personally for groceries, no.

Okay. So, if not you personally, what's your awareness of anybody else in the
office where they were requested to pick up groceries or deliver groceries?

I mean, my roommate during that time was Denzel Jones, and he helped out
with groceries, as did interns. Interns would go to Costco with them pretty
frequently. Costco with her, pretty frequently, not them.

And by "her .."

Flanna.

Flanna. So, let's focus on Denzel. When were you his roommate?

From May 1, 2017 until he ... he quit his job in August of 2017, because 1
guess he didn't like it.

And by "his job," you mean ...

The scheduler job in Rep Garrett's office. He picked up a job at TJ Maxx
across the street, and two months later he left to move back to Lynchburg, at
which time I picked up another roommate who works somewhere else in DC.
So from May to August Denzel was your roommate?

May to like October.

May to October?

But Denzel was only employed from May to August.

And during that time that you lived with him, did he explain to you that he
would have to go deliver groceries, or pickup groceries?

Oh, yeah, we were really good friends. We talked about that all the time. We
actually complained about him. We talked about quitting and finding different

jobs on a daily basis.

So how often was Denzel picking up and delivering groceries or going to Sam's
Club with Flanna Garrett?
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I couldn't tell you, because a lot of it would happen during the day, and our
office, as most congressional offices are, there's kind of the three rooms. He
was in the middle, like, welcome room, I guess. Parlor. I was back in the
legislative shop, and that door would be closed a lot, so sometimes he would
leave with her and I wouldn't know. He wouldn't necessarily go out of his way
to tell me about it, but it was more than once.

Okay. Was it more than 10 times?
No, probably not.

And this over the entire time you lived with him, or the entire time that he
worked as a scheduler?

Those were one and the same. I lived with him from the day he started as a
schedule until two months after he quit as a scheduler. He was only there from
May, June, July, and the beginning of August. So like three and a half, three
months.

And during that time, he was a full-time employee, not an intern?

Full time. Yep. Purple badge and everything.

Not an unpaid intern.

Right.

Did Denzel talk to you about any other types of errands or any other type of
activity he would engage in with the Congressman's wife as far as picking up
items or buying groceries? These types of things. Did he ever tell you any more
about that?

Yeah,  mean, it was all ...  mean, as you saw in the article, the mundane BS
quote, I think that was him, probably, if I had to guess, but it was just stuff like
that. I'm having trouble recalling specific tasks, but just go for this, go for that.

Okay. There was some level of frequency to it?

Oh, yeah. Somebody was doing something pretty much every day when we
were in session. When we were out of session, we didn't hear from him.

And when you say that somebody was doing something pretty much every day

during session, is that at the request of the Congressman, or is that at the
request of the Congressman's wife?
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It was either at the request of the Congressman through the Chief of Staff at the
time, because ... or it was straight from the Congressman's wife.

Are many individuals in the office being tasked with this at the time, or is it
just Denzel, or other staffers?

I picked up clothes. I dropped off clothes. I picked him up for votes, one time. I
mean, the White House tour thing, while that's technically the job of someone
... I mean, I dropped the White House tours once we hired a full-time staff
assistant. But the White House tours was probably the biggest issue in 2017 for
that office, and I know that's technically a job that you're paid to do and
congressional staffers do schedule White House tours. That's part of the job
description, but I mean, that was rough, because it was always something.
Always had some group coming up that we needed a member tour for, or
something like that.

When you said you picked up clothes, can you talk to me about that? Is that for
the Congressman?

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Or for his wife?

For the Congressman.

And where would you be picking up the clothes?
From his apartment.

In DC?

In DC.

How often did you do that?

I picked up clothes once. And you're not going to get a whole lot of errand stuff
from me, because, like I said, she didn't like me, so I didn't get the tasks.

And when you did pick up clothes the one time, who tasked you with that?

I mean, it was the Congressman. Or, it was Chief of Staff via the Congressman.
It was his jacket with his member pin on it.

And did you have your own transportation? How did you get to his apartment?

I had my own car. I had a parking spot in lot one.
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Did Jimmy explain to you that that directive came from the Congressman
himself, or was it assumed?

He didn't need to.

It was assumed?

Yeah,  mean ... nobody ever needed explaining. She had a system, I'm sure
you'll hear about this, where she would text people, "Tom asked me to tell
you," and she would make it an acronym, but the acronym corrected to
"TAMMY," all caps, and so it was kind of a running joke, where we would go,
"TAMMY, go get Tom's jacket from his apartment," or whatever. TAMMY,
do this. TAMMY, do that.

And these texts came from the Congressman's wife?

I never got one, like I said, because she didn't like me, but I don't care.

But other people did receive those texts?

Yeah.

Okay.

If you ask somebody about TAMMY texts and they don't laugh, then they're a
psycho.

Were you in your intern role or LC role when you did go pick up the clothes?
LC.

What about driving? Driving Representative Garrett or his family members?
And again, I want to focus not in an official capacity, like driving him to an
official event or an event that might be tied into your responsibilities as a
staffer, but strictly those types of destinations that are personal in nature.
Yeah, the intern took the daughters to Scottsville more than once.

Okay. More than once? How many times?

Probably like two or three, but still.

And who was that?

Tanner Hirschfeld, because he was the only intern that was dumb enough to
bring a car to DC. Love Tanner, though.
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Who tasked Tanner with that?

Flanna. If T had to guess, it was probably Flanna.

So Tanner didn't tell you anything about those trips?

No, it was just like, "Oh, where you headed?" "Oh, I got to go to Scottsville."
He didn't mind, though. Tanner's the kind of guy that loves that kind of stuff,
but it still is, I guess, technically not his job as an intern.

What dates was he an intern in the office?

May 15th through ... he left a little early in July. He probably left May 15th
through the end of July. He went to go volunteer or go work for Luther
Strange's special election.

So this is the summer of 20177

2017.

Okay. What about ...

He was an intern on the campaign, too, but we all were.

What about driving ... not to drive the daughters to Scottsville, right? So
driving Congressman Garrett's wife for personal purposes. Did that ever occur?

Not that I'm aware of.

What about Representative Garrett himself for a personally-related purpose?
Personally-related? I mean, if you count being late for votes and getting picked
up personal, but no. Other than that, not that I'm aware of. He liked to drive
himself.

Are you aware of any other driving-related tasks that staffers engaged in
outside of these pick-ups and deliveries ... I shouldn't say deliveries. Related to
the daughters in Scottsville. Was there any other family-related driving
requests that were made of staffers that you're aware of?

Not that I'm aware of.

We talked about picking up clothing the one time you did that. Anybody else in
the office get tasked with picking up clothing.

Sure. Yeah.
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Who else?

Denzel would do it sometimes.

And this is, Denzel would tell you about this?

Yeah, or I would just see him walk in with a jacket on a coat hanger or
something like that. I'm not sure how he got down there, but I think he just
borrowed someone's car. He didn't own a car.

Anyone else besides Denzel?

Tripp Grant was a scheduler for a while. If you talk to him, he probably ...
overall, Tripp probably did the most stuff like that.

You mentioned Representative Garrett's dog, correct?
Mm-hmm (affirmative).

How often was the dog in the office?

When we were in session.

Every day?

Every day. But I mean, there were obviously some exceptions, but it was not
uncommon.

And did Representative Garrett ever ask you to look after the dog or take it for
walks or ...

Not me, but other staffers did go walk the dog.

Okay. Who walked the dog?

Mackenzie Morales walked it a lot. Some of the interns walked it. I never did,
but they did. I would see them ... Flanna would say, "Oh, can you walk
Sophie?" And then they would walk Sophie.

Were there any other dog-related tasks that staffers engaged in other than
walking the dog? For example, taking it to get a cleaning or taking it to a

veterinary appointment?

No. I mean, besides the poop thing, no.
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And by "walking," do you mean staffers walked it around the Capitol
complex?

Basically walked it to a spot of grass, let it go to the bathroom, and walk it
back.

Okay. And that's just outside the House office buildings?

Yeah. I mean, some folks would take their time. If you get a break to go walk a
dog, then you're going to take a break, if you want to. I don't blame them for
that.

Was this expected of staffers? Each time there was a walking or something
related to the dog, was it specifically requested or was it a standing, known

responsibility?

Sometimes it was requested, and sometimes it was, "When's the last time she's
been outside? We should probably take her outside." Just as ...

And that's a conversation among staffers?

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

We talked about Representative Garrett's wife. Do you know her?

Yeah.

Okay. When did you first meet her?

During the campaign. I came on the campaign in August of 2016. That's when
our semester started at school. The first time I met her, probably a couple
weeks after that. It was probably the Farmville office grand opening or
something like that. She was probably down there for that. Super nice, at that
point. We got along famously. I'm pretty sure she vouched for me for at least
internships and stuff. But, like I said, it all changed May 15th, with the whole
White House thing.

How often was Representative Garrett's wife in the office, in the official
office?

All the time. I mean, if we were in session, she was there.

Daily?
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Daily. I mean, there was probably one or two days where she didn't show up,
but that ... maybe like a fly-in day or a fly-out day, we wouldn't see here, but
other than that.

Did she ever ask you to do any personal errands for her? You mentioned the
one time you were asked by Jimmy to go retrieve some clothing, but did
Representative Garrett's wife ever ask you to run any errands for her?

Jimmy asked me that, but it was from the Congressman.

Gotcha.

So someone was going to do it. I just happened to be the one available.
Understood.

Besides White House tours ... White House tours became the most central focal
point of anything I've ever seen in my life. It was actually kind of ... PTSD to
White House tours. Don't mean to make light of that, but, yeah. No, it was

always White House tours. Always something unreasonable with the tour.

You had mentioned, when we were talking about Denzel, you had mentioned
something to do with ... and it was in the vein of picking up groceries.

Sure.
I think you had mentioned something about like Sam's Club, possibly.
Costco.

Costco. And people attending a run to Costco with Representative Garrett's
wife. Who did that with her?

Interns, mostly.

How often would that occur?

Once every three weeks.

And would this be Costco runs for officially related items, or for their home?

I mean, if you count snacks for the office officially related items, then
sometimes, yeah, but it was mostly home stuff.

For their home.
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I never went, so I didn't see what they bought, but I would be very, very, very
surprised if they didn't get any personal items.

And did Denzel talk to you about going on these runs with her?
Mm-hmm (affirmative).

You mentioned some of the texts that staffers would receive from her, and you
had an acronym for it, right?

TAMMY. TAMMY texts.

The article, one of the things it talked about was late-night or all hours of the
night communications over the phone or text or calls from Representative
Garrett's wife. Do you know if that occurred?

I heard stories about it.
Okay. What did you hear?

Like those things, like most of the times would be an idea, and it would need
something ... be a lot with the scheduler or communications director, like, "Oh,
this great idea about this. Let's do this." It would be, you know, 11:45 at night.
Or, I know Tripp talked about getting a lot of running red light tickets, just
because he had to get places fast for them, because he was scheduler from
January until May of 2017, so he was, during the set-up of the office and
before we really got a Chief of Staff in place ... because Kevin would be there
when we were in session. When we were out of session, we really didn't have a
Chief of Staff, so it kind of ran through Andrew Griffin or ran through whoever
was the most senior in the office at the time, and a lot of times there was
nobody to tell Tripp that that was not a job for him. So either you do it or the
assumption is, if you tell your Congressman no, then ... you just don't.

We've gone through groceries, food items, picking up clothing, dealing with
the dog, taking phone calls. Are there any other personally related errands that
staffers would engage in at the Congressman or his wife's request? Maybe
something that was outside of what was discussed in the Politico article?

It's difficult to explain, because I had been trying to get a different job for some
time. I knew I had a target on my back and I knew I wasn't going to get
promoted, so I isolated myself a lot from that. I avoided Flanna for ... we didn't
talk or make eye contact from June, probably July 2017 until January of 2018.
I wanted nothing to do with her and had nothing to do with her.

There was one time I requested a one-on-one meeting with Congressman
Garrett to ask him that if my time in the office was to come to an end for
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something other than performance-related that I be given two weeks' notice and
call it a resignation instead of being fired. I had to ask Jimmy, too, because |
truly did not know when my last day in the office was going to be. If it was up
to her, it would have been May 16, 2017.

So, yeah, I isolated myself from her. That's why I can't tell you as much as
you'd like.

The article, in addition to going through some of these things I've asked you
about, talked about ... and again, I don't know if these are quotes, but the article
mentioned something that it was a toxic and a dysfunctional work
environment. What's your response to that? Was it a toxic or dysfunctional
work environment?

It was toxic until we got a new ... and I don't want to speak ill of Kevin
Reynolds, but a lot of Chief of Staff duties were neglected during his time, so it
was kind of like Lord of the Flies in there until Jimmy came in. Jimmy
straightened out a lot of stuff, but it was generally toxic because you do all this
work and then ... for example, you remember you've done all the vote recs and
all this stuff, and then he took a smoke break and didn't get to his vote. And
that kind of demoralizing for a lot of people.

Toxic, yeah. I mean, she was coming after people's jobs. It doesn't get much
more toxic than that.

And by "she," you mean?
Flanna. Mind if I check my phone real quick? Sorry.

That's okay. We don't have much more time, I don't think. Just some final
questions I want to ask you.

Sure.

So, what were the circumstances of Jimmy Keady's departure as Chief of Staft?
Are you aware of why he left his position?

I heard he was fired. He'll tell you he quit. I don't know what's true.
Do you know why ... when you heard he was fired, for what ...

Yeah, he was cracking down on the stuff we've been talking about for the last
hour.

Okay.
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And he got the target on his back from Flanna, and that's the black mark of
death.

Do you know, during your time there, up until February of 2018, did anybody
raise these issues with Representative Garrett himself? Did Jimmy ...

Jimmy probably did.

Okay. Probably? I mean, do you have any direct awareness of whether he did
or not?

No, but he took up for us when he could.

Did you explain to Jimmy, as he was your supervisor at the time, did you
explain to him that you felt uncomfortable with requests made by ...

I didn't need to. Nobody needed to, because he was aware. His logic was you
let him win some battles, but then when you really need to get your
Congressman to do something, for example, like show up to an event, that's
when you put your foot down. So it was kind of a give-and-go.

And who did you hear about Jimmy's firing and him cracking down on some of
the things we were talking about?

I heard about him being fired from staff at RPV. That was the word they used.
Fired. But from everyone else, I've heard he left, so.

You've heard both things, that he resigned and he was fired.

Yeah. I don't know why he would have resigned. I mean, the election's in four
months, and it was a target district.

Have you spoken to Jimmy since he left the Hill?
Yeah, all the time. He's Denver Riggleman's general consultant.
Has he ever told you personally why he decided to leave?

No. He said it was like he was jumping out of an exploding airplane, but other
than that, no.

He said it was like jumping out of an exploding airplane?
Yeah.

He used those words to you?

Page 21 of 24

18-1329_0091



10
11
12
13
14

15
16

17

18
19

20
21
22

23
24

25

26

27

28
29

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Paul Solis:

Former Staffer 1:

Transcript of Interview of Former Staffer 1
July 11,2018

Exactly. I hope that doesn't come up, but you know.

So, during your time there, did members or staffers from the Ethics Committee
ever come in and give a consultation to the staff?

That was after I left.

And you know that occurred?

Yes.

How do you know that occurred?

Italked to ... I mean, the reporters would ask me, "Oh, yeah, we heard the
Ethics staff came in and talked to you guys. Were you aware of that?" I would
say, "No, that must have been after I left." And I talked to current and former ...
well, I guess current employees, still. They were like, "Yeah, they came in and
just talked to us."

And who told you that the Ethics Committee staff talked to you?

Matt Missen and Mackenzie Morales.

What about the existence of our review? Have you heard anybody talk about
that?

Not a word.

Matt or Mackenzie or anybody else at the current office, have they talked to
you that ...

I haven't spoken to anyone employed currently since you first reached out,
except for today, like I said, with Dakota, and I can just show you those texts. I

just said, "Heard you left the Hill. Let me know if you need anything."

And when you spoke to Mackenzie ... you mentioned you had spoken to
Mackenzie a couple months ago.

Mm-hmm (affirmative).
Anything related to the OCE or related to ...
Besides, "Oh, I heard lawyers came in and talked to you. How was that?" She

was like, "Oh, it was nothing. They just did a little Q and A with us, and we all
went back to work."
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Have you heard from any of the staffers there, that are there currently, whether
or not they agree or disagree with some of the allegations that were made in the
Politico article?

If anybody disagrees with any of them, they're living in a fantasy world. 1
mean, those were all basically true. I mean, all of it. I mean, the dog poop was
stretched. I don't know who said that, but whatever. It was just a mat like ...
Yeah, other than that ... I mean, like I said, they think I'm involved in it, so
what they're going to tell me is very limited, so the answers I'll be able to give
y'all are limited.

Okay, well ... oh, just finally, then, I guess, on that same line of question of
speaking to current or former individuals in the office about the OCE's review,
have you spoken to anybody outside the office about our request to speak with
you?

Nope.

No. Okay. Ali, do you have any questions?
Yeah. [ had a few.

Sure.

So, you said that you weren't aware of any other issues that weren't in the
article because you avoided Flanna, but were you aware of any other issues
that other staffers might have experienced that wasn't addressed in the Politico
article?

Yeah. I don't know if this counts, but after Andrew Griffin left, we were
obviously looking to hire a new Communications Director, and there was a
concern that ... and when we hired Mackenzie as staff assistant. There was a
concern that Flanna wouldn't like the pick, and so she was always involved in
the final round of interview processes. The Chief of Staff, Jimmy, would pick
who he wanted to hire, and make sure Flanna okayed it. Yeah, I mean there
was a joke that was like, "Oh, make sure we don't hire anybody that's too
attractive, don't get any candidates that are too attractive, or she's not going to
let them be brought on."

That was a joke, but still. She was the final word on the hires after a certain
point.

And is this based on your ... do you have firsthand knowledge of that, or is that
through Jimmy explaining that to you?

That's through staffers just talking about it.
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Who were those staffers?
I think Jimmy was probably one of them, and then probably Tripp. Maybe
Hallie. I don't know. I know it happened, like we talked about it. I don't know

if it's relevant.

One more thing. Going back to the Costco trips. You had mentioned that some
of the interns had gone with Flanna. Who were those interns?

Tanner Hirschfeld, and then just another one. Others. I can't remember who. I
didn't really pay it too much attention.

And are you aware of who drove?

I think she drove those trips.

Okay.

Flanna drove those trips.

And again, sort of in line with Ali's question there, anything that wasn't
covered in the article, personally related tasks. Is there anything else that you're
aware of?

I mean, no. Like I said, my focus was tours for the first part, and then I was
told to keep my head down, cocoon myself in my corner, and I'd be fine, and
that's exactly what I did. I socialized with the other folks in my office. I didn't
talk about Tom Garrett. I didn't talk about Flanna Garrett. I didn't talk about
their daughters. I made it a point to just keep them out of ... like you want to

talk about toxic? It was bad.

I wanted out. I wanted out badly. This was the first job offer I got, and I
accepted it within 24 hours.

All right. Well, I think we've asked all the questions we need to. Is there
anything else you think we should know before we conclude the interview.

Nothing pertinent, no.
Okay. Well, thank you, Former Staffer 1, very much for your time.

Yeah.
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Speaking is Paul Solis with the Office of Congressional Ethics. I'm joined
by my colleagues Jeffrey Brown and Ali Bazzi. It is July 20th, 2018. We
are here for an interview with Matt Missen. I've given Mr. Missen a copy
of 18 U.S.C. 1001. He has reviewed it and signed our acknowledgment
form, and we can begin the interview.

A little background, Matt. Where are you currently employed right now?
I am currently unemployed.

Okay. Prior, what was your last job you had?

My last job was Director of Communications for the office of
Representative Thomas A. Garrett, Jr., the fifth district of Virginia.

Okay. How long were you in that position?
Approximately October 1st of 2017 to approximately June 9th, 2018.

Okay. And so, then from June Sth up until present, you're still
unemployed?

Yes sir.

Okay, okay. Where were you at prior to starting with Representative
Garrett's office in October of 20177

My previous employer was the Alliance for Innovation Infrastructure, a
small think tank, startup think tank here in town.

Okay. So as communications director, was that the only position you held
in Representative Garrett's office? Or-

Yes.

Okay.

Yep.

What were some of your duties in that position?

Well, the typical office, House office Communication's Director. I guess
this isn't a job interview, so, writing press releases, op-eds, media
advisories, pitching press stories to local, regional, national media. Doing

all the graphic design and social media. I had helped doing the website a
little bit. Just typical scheduling, TV interviews, setting up media tours for
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district events and just the standard House of Representatives
communications director role.

Did you do any work for Representative Garrett's campaign at all?
Unpaid, yes.

Could you describe your time doing that, what date ranges you were
involved with the campaign?

On and off. My Chief of Staff, Jimmy Keady would bring me copy for
fundraising, email, stuff like to review. I did a couple of graphics for the
campaign Facebook page. I think maybe even just one. The one I can
remember is the UVA-Virginia Tech Football Game. So we went down to
this big resort in the middle of nowhere on the West Virginia border for a
Republican Party of Virginia Advance. Republicans in Virginia they don't
go on retreats, they Advance, went to that.

Would meet with Zach Werrell, who's the campaign consultant. You
know, every once in a while talk about stuff he was looking for, for
messaging for the upcoming campaign to kind of have it in sync, that type
of stuff. And, yeah, that's pretty much it.

In this volunteer capacity, did you start out in 2016? Or was it in 20177
What year were you working on this?

It was throughout my entire employment with Mr. Garrett, October '17 to
June '18. It was sporadic. It wasn't a full-time job. I wouldn't even classify
it as a part-time job. You know what I'm saying? It was, "Hey, can you
help out with this?"

I don't know what you know, but I was rather ornery because I was not
receiving compensation for it, even on a contractor basis. So, I basically ...
Except for Mr. Garrett's kind of, what we'll call his meltdown week when
he decided to run for re-election and the servants Politico story article
came out. I helped with that, purely because, as a professional, I wanted to
make it look good, media wise. But yeah, that was all, just because I didn't
want it to be, pardon my French, a damn disaster, more so than it was.

You mentioned, you said you were a little ornery that you weren't paid for
any work you did with the campaign. Were you told that you would be
paid?

Yes. Basically, the deal that I struck with Jimmy Keady when I started,

was that I would receive X salary from the House. And then when he hired
a Campaign Manager, come campaign season, I would start receiving
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compensation. That never came to fruition. But, I mean, I don't work there
anymore, so it really doesn't matter at this point.

How many hours a week would you estimate that you were working for
the campaign?

Me? In total? Maybe at ... Over the course of nine months?
Sure, you know, in an average week would you say?
About a half hour a week.

Okay.

Yeah.

Switching back to the official side of things in the Communications
Director position, who did you report to in that position?

Jimmy Keady, the Chief of Staff and yeah, Thomas, excuse me,
Congressman Garrett was never really around. So it was all ... Decisions
were being made by me and Jimmy about media interviews and strategies
for roll outs of bills and events and that kind of stuff.

Who else was ... And I realize this might not be a formal designation but
in your opinion, who else was the senior staff in the office?

In our office, the senior staff would have been during my time there, we
have a flow chart in there, whatever, employee handbook. Flow chart, the
senior staff would be myself, the Legislative Director, Hallie Pence, and
even before Hallie was Legislative Director, when Elliot Harding was
leaving she was definitely the senior person. Our district director was
largely not involved in that much. She was just there to kind of manage
them. So the senior staff would have been myself, Jimmy Keady, and
Hallie Pence.

Who was the District Director?
Denise Van Valkenburg.
How long was she ... Was she in that role the whole time you were there?

Yeah. I believe she was there from day one. She was with the previous
member from the fifth district as well.

And you mentioned Elliott, what was Elliott's job before he left?
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He was the Legislative Director slash Legislative Counsel.
And when did he leave?
I want to say around Thanksgiving of 2017.

You mentioned Jimmy as the Chief of Staff, was there any other chiefs of
staff there during the time that you were there?

Oh, well yes there was. So the old Chief of Staff came in every once in a
while just to say, hi, when he was up here. And then my last week there,
the gentleman, Bill Janis was the Chief of Staft for my last week I had.
The only interaction I really had with him was him telling me that they
were letting me go, so.

We'll get to that in a moment. And who was the previous Chief of Staff
who would come in and say hello?

Oh, Kevin Reynolds. He came in, I think, twice. He's just a very
loquacious fellow. So he's noticeable, I remember him. But no, no, not in
any official capacity or to lobby the Member just, "Hey guys, good to see

ya.

But just to be clear, so from the time you started in the office until the time
you left, Jimmy was the Chief of Staff, the official Chief of Staft?

Yep, all but the last Wednesday, Wednesday was Bill Janis's first day as
Chief, Thursday I took the day off because I couldn't log into my
computer. And then Friday I got an email from Hallie, the Legislative
Director in the evening saying, "Bill would like to talk with you at 10:00
in the morning." So, I was like, "Oh, okay well I better clean out my
desk." So.

And that Wednesday, Thursday, Friday is June, right, this year?
Yes, June 7, 8, 9.

Okay. Lastly, I just want to ask if ... Before we get into the circumstances
surrounding your departure from the office, are you personal friends with
any current or former staffers in the office?

This is kind of weird. I don't have a ton of friends. I really like the people
that I work with. I really like the two of some of our new hires, Paul
Hartman, Matt Hanrahan, so after this I'd like to hang out them. Probably
if I come back to town. Elliott Harding, if he needs a formal Legislative
Director ... If he needs, I've always told him if he needs a place to crash if
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he's in for the night, you can always come to my place. Jimmy Keady and
I are friendly now that we're not working together anymore. And then the
former Legislative Correspondent, John March, he and I have texted back
and forth since kind of, I'll say the last week of May. I wouldn't call
anybody friends.

Matt Becker down in the district, great guy, he's the Danville district
outreach guy and then some, there's great people, Stephen Harvey the
Charlottesville outreach guy. None of us are going out for drinks or going
to ballgames together.

Okay but some of those people you mentioned for example like John, in
the past year you've shared texts with them outside of work, things like
that?

Yep.

Okay. So let's talk a little bit about your departure from the office, you
mentioned-

Do we have to?

We’d like to, yes. Understand it might be a difficult topic.

It's not; don't worry.

Okay. So that June 7th, 8th, and 9th and you mention ... Let's start with
Wednesday, sort of what happened and what were the circumstances

surrounding your departure.

Well, I think that we should go back to the previous, around Wednesday. I
think that's where we should start.

Just so I'm clear, does that mean the week of June 7th, 8th, and 9th or the
week prior?

The week prior, so the first week of June, like 2, 3, 4.
Okay.

I had gotten a media request from a reporter at NPR. This reporter had
gotten a record from what I understood or from what it sounded like was
from someone at the IT department. Our systems administrator, Scott
Connell had contacted the, what you call it, the House IT people, the first
call people, I think. Anyways, she says, "Hey." The NPR reporter says,
"Hey Matt, I got this record from an anonymous source at the House IT
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